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June 3, 2002

Prince Memo

As I'm sure you have heard, the Wisconsin Legislature has decided against imposing a
deer feeding ban at this time but has granted broad authority to the DNR to do what it
feels necessary to stop the spread of Chronic Wasting Disease. This broad authority goes
beyond deer to include wildlife. Under the definition of “wildlife” the DNR has
essentially been given control and authority over all types of wildlife activities, including
feeding of wild birds, turkeys and ducks and geese.

Deer, as you know, are herd animals. Attempting to prevent Chronic Wasting Disease by
banning deer feeding and potentially all wildlife feeding will not stop the spread of the
disease. Deer naturally feed together and will continue to in the ditches and in the fields
and woods of Wisconsin. Deer will also continue fo migrate to and from various areas.
In fact, banning deer feeding may encourage more migration as deer move naturally for
food and water sources. It seems that spending millions of dollars on killing deer might
be better spent on attempting to find a more long-term solution, such as an antibiotic that
could be incorporated into feed and blocks.

It is not known if any deer outside of the counties currently identified have Chronic
Wasting Disease. My guess is that some do and that it has been around for some time.,
The problem of Chronic Wasting Disease needs to be addressed. However, I feel our
legislatures quickly passed the buck to the DNR and gave the DNR the authority to
govern the recreational and supplemental feeding of all wild animals in the state was not
prudent and well beyond the scope of Chronic Wasting Disease.

I encourage you to call and write your legislatures in Madison with your input regarding
this matter, It is far too important and has far reaching implications that I believe have
not been fully considered. Again, in my opinion, our legislatures have taken an easy way
out and delegated broad authority to the DNR instead of addressing the issue themselves.
Wisconsin businesses, hunters and residents should have input. Those with knowledge
regarding the disease should have input. The DNR should not have the final say and
certainly should not be granted such broad control and authority as to include all wildlife.

Sincerely,

Ll it

Dennis Wessel]
Prince Corporation
Marshfield, Wi 54449-8502 ) Kingsbury, IN 46345-9908
8351 County Hoad H Bidg R-72, Hupp Road
(715) 384-3105 Web Site www.prince-com.com (219} 393-3553




Watts: (800) 777-2486
. © Fax: {800) 666-2486

CORPORAT guality groducts and seruice simce 190F

June 7.2002
To: DNR Advisory Board Members

I am writing to express my concern over the recent bill granting the DNR broad authority
over the feeding of deer and wildlife. While I am concerned over Chronic Wasting
Disease (CWD) and feel something should be done, I do not feel banning deer and
wildlife feeding is the answer. Iencourage the DNR to work towards solutions that
address the causes of CWD and look for long-term remedies. I do not believe feeding of
deer and wildlife fit into either of these categories.

Deer, as you know, are herd animals. They naturally feed together in the ditches and in
the fields and woods of Wisconsin. Banning deer feeding will not stop deer from feeding
together. Also, deer naturally migrate and move around. Banning of feeding deer may
actually encourage and increase the migration to and from various areas as deer move
naturally to find food and water sources. Banning deer feeding and killing thousands of
deer are easy targets, results can be seen immediately and it is something the DNR can
implement now. However, neither solution can guarantee success and may actually do
nothing to stop the spread of CWD in Wisconsin. If CWD exist outside of the current
identified control area, as I believe it most likely does, then banning deer faeding and - .
a kxiﬁimg thousands 0f deer in the coatrei area really accgmphshcs nothing. -

CWD has existed in western states for years and deer and wildlife feeding is not such an
issue. From what I have heard, people out west don’t seem to spend the time and money
feeding deer and wildlife. Also, it has been brought to my attention that there is a
correlation between deer that contract diseases such as CWD, EHD and Blue Tongue and
deer that have deficiencies of certain trace minerals. It seems money and time would be
better spent looking for long-term solutions, such as an antibiotic or minerals that could
be added to feed and blocks that would actually prevent the spread of CWD, Iencourage
the DNR and our legislatures to pause and think about this issue and not rush to
implement practices that may actually do nothing to solve the problem.

Sincerely,

Crnnes Z%Mj

Dennis Wessel
Prince Corporation
dwessel @prince-corp.com

Marshfield, Wi 54449-8502 Kingsbury, IN 48345-9908
8351 County Road H Bldg R-72, Hupp Road
(715} 384-3105 Web Site www.prince-corp.com {219) 383-3553
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June 26, 2002

To: Sen. Russell Decker, Sen. Kevin Shibilski, Sen. David Zein, Rep. MaryAnn Lippert,
Rep. Scott Suder, Rep. Marlin Schneider, Rep. J erry Petrowski, DNR Board Members

Fr: Dennis Wessel
Re: June 25" DNR board meeting in Racine

Yesterday I drove approximately 500 miles (roundtrip) to attend the DNR board meeting
held in Racine, Wisconsin. Twas unpleasantly surprised to learn one purpose of the
meeting was to adopt an emergency order in relation to Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD).
The meeting really wasn't to receive input, but to formally adopt what had obviously
been previously decided upon. The emergency order was passed by the DNR board on a
vote of six to one.

Yesterday’s meeting was upsetting to say the very least. Itraveled almost 500 miles to
the far southeastern corner of the state for a meeting that was wrought with
misinformation, misleading data and what appeared to be a predetermined result. The
team of individuals (Tom Hauge, Julie Langenberg, Bill Vander) that spoke for nearly ..

~two hours from a well-prepared script aided by computer generated slides tossed-out,
mixed-up and inter-related so much stuff under the disguise of “science” that it sickened
me. The DNR board should be honest and forthright, they chose to ban deer feedin g
because they wanted to, not because of any scientific information or data that was
presented. Then, because this group of individuals took almost two hours, those of us
that had signed-up to speak were reduced to three minutes of speaking time. As1
watched speaker after speaker struggle to get their message in within the newly imposed
three minute limit and viewed their frustration in trying to adapt to a new time limit I
became angered at the farce of a process this was,

In a nutshell, the legislature delegated to the DNR broad authority to address Chronic
Wasting Disease (CWD) and the DNR has taken full advantage of that authority to
implement policies and procedures as they see fit. The emergency rule that has been
approved does absolutely nothing to prevent CWD now or in the future. Banning baiting
and feeding where people are attempting to lure Jarge numbers of deer is one thin g, but
banning feeding for the hobbyist that feeds in small amounts corn or a deer feed
enhanced with vitamins and minerals is not only unnecessary but absurd. Also, any
notion that 25,000 deer can be eradicated in an area as large as has been proposed is
virtually impossible. Millions of dollars will be spent on these efforts and millions of
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dollars of lost revenue with absolutely no long-term results. Just as I feared would occur
has happened. People looking for quick results and some perhaps with other agendas
have rushed to implement policies and procedures that have not been properly discussed,
researched or thought-out. As one member of the team said yesterday “throwing out
everything they can to support what they want to do”. [ believe this said it all.

T was disgusted and ashamed by the process and the misleading information and figures
given. To have state employees present such erroneous information is utterly wrong.
Here’s a sample of some of what was said.

1) One team member, Julie Lanhenberg, stated that even feeding small amounts
of feed was a problem, as small as a five gallon pail. She stated that an
individual had observed 35 deer feeding at one time at a spot where five
gallons of feed had been put out. She showed a picture of many deer feeding,
however, the picture had been taken in upper Michigan in the middle of winter
and much more feed had been spread-out than a five gallon pail. She
concluded that even small amounts needed to be banned based upon this one
observation by an unnamed source, coupled with a picture that was unrelated.
This is not a scientific study or even a good observation. I know many, many
people that feed from small feeders and they have never seen that many deer
at once except grazing in a field.

2) The team stated that there was broad statewide support for banning the baiting
and feeding of deer and presented staggering percents of people that support a
ban. Upon looking at their data, approximately 3000 responded to the
question of if they favored a ban of baiting and feeding deer in the CWD

. management zone, This was not a “scientific” study as they wanted. everyone.

-~ tobelieve, Only 3000 people responded we don’t know the total sample size,
the make-up of the sample, etc. In addition, the question had to do with
banning baiting and feeding in the CWD management zone, not statewide as
we were led to believe. _

3} We were led to believe that the large deer population was because of the
unnatural feeding of deer, not because of the mild winters we have had,
already abundant food sources throughout the state and past practices and
policies by the DNR that limited hunting of antlerless deer. Hobbyist feeders
are not responsible for the large deer numbers.

4) We were led to believe that CWD is passed by nose touching and that there is
considerable nose touching between deer when feeding at places where people
have put feed out. The fact that deer congregate together naturally and that it
is not known how the disease is passed was glossed over. The focus was large
number of deer congregating and touching each other over small piles of feed.
This is something I have never had the opportunity to witness. However, I
did see several groups of deer eating in the fields as I drove almost 250 miles
home.

5) It was mentioned that there are many deer and elk farms in the state that have
gone unregulated and may impose a much higher threat to the spread of CWD,
however this was not addressed in the emergency action.




6) Problems of deer in parks and around urban areas was mentioned, but again
not addressed in the emergency action. Deer feeding hobbyist have little to
nothing to do with problems of deer in parks and around urban areas. The fact
that the deer are protected from hunting and have abundant natural food
sources are the reasons. Fresh gardens, clippings, bushes, etc are great deer
attractants.

7) It was also stated that if the hobbyist would stop feeding deer they would
actually see more. I'm still not clear on that comment as one of the reasons
hobbyist feed is to view deer.

As I'have mentioned, the presentation lasted nearly two hours and was clearly slanted
towards eliminating baiting and deer feeding. Little factual or scientific information was
given. Nothing in the emergency order addresses long-term solutions to CWD. In fact,
the only short-term solutions they have pmposed and now passed are to attempt to kill
thousands of deer in the CW D management Zone, a task that someone said at best would
be 50% attamablc, and ba:ﬂnmg baiting and feeding of deer. To this they have attached a
price tag of millions caf dollars and said. they will need more resources (peopie) Mﬁhons
of dollars, more people, no real solutlfms ‘That was the extent of: the meetmg '

If the intent is to ban feeding of deer, let them do it wn;hout misleading the public into
believing they are doing so because feeding deer has greatly increased the deer numbers,
not the mild winters and past policies of the DNR. If they are to ban deer feeding let
them do it without misleading the public into believing it is a solution to CWD. They
have wanted to ban deer feeding for years and now they have under the demise of CWD.

_Ncw the quesu@n, what happens next‘? Wﬂl there be a fum:i setuup f{}r aompames such as
over the next three years Wﬁi we be compensated for the packagmg matenais that we
can no longer use and will sit in our warehouse? There seem to be funds set-up to
compensate for all types of disasters, accidents and government 1mp05cd hardships. For
us this certamiy qualifies as a gc)vemmem imposed hardship. "We now must regroup as a
company and determine where we go from here. The potential loss of millions of dollars
in sales and now useless mvent{}xy of packagmg materials is a tremendous burden,
burden that T know others now share as well. 'We could go along with most of the DNR
proposed actions, but not eliminating feeding altogether.

Thank you for your time.

Dennis Wessel, Owner
Prince Corporation

8351 County Road H East
Marshfield, W1 54449
(7153 384-3105

dwessel @porince-corp.com
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July 1, 2002

To: Members of the legislature
Fr: Dennis Wessel

Re: Deer Feeding Ban

Since the recent action by the DNR board I have received numerous phone calls from our
customers throughout northern Wisconsin. They are as shocked as we are as how quickly
and deceitfully the DNR board acted in imposing a total ban on deer feeding. I have not
had one call in support of a total ban on feeding. As I have written before, a total ban on
deer feeding is unnecessary and given the supporting evidence, irrelevant.

It is a sorry day for the residents of this state when tax supported agencies and employees

use scare tactics and misleading data and information to enhance their position and Jjustify

their actions. Recent newspaper articles, editorials and radio call-in shows are evidence

of the misleading data and information that has been spread regarding Chronic Wasting

Disease (CWD). It has been said and written that according to the DNR a majority. of
the state’s residents favor a statewide ban. This is absolutely false. To my knowledgea -~ *. °
statistically sound statewide survey has not been done.  Also, it has been said that by

banning deer feeding it will reduce the number of car-deer accidents, reduce the number

of deer in the cities and suburbs and help eliminate CWD. All of these statements are

false and have led uninformed people to believe that banning deer feeding will help

reduce accidents, reduce deer damage in their yards and help eliminate CWD. In

addition, the large deer herd has been blamed on individuals feeding deer. Granted,

feeding deer may have helped some deer survive. However, the fact that there are

abundant food sources available throughout the state, we have had recent mild winters

and the past policies of not hunting antlerless deer have contributed far greater to the

large deer numbers than individuals feeding.

In recent letters T have called for a compromise. We support a ban on haiting and feeding
deer with the intent of attracting many deer. We do not support bannin g feeding where
the hobbyist is involved. The individuals feeding deer in small quantities of corn or deer
pellets are not a factor in the contraction or spread of CWD. There is no evidence or data
to even suggest people feeding in this manner have any impact other than the enjoyment
it brings them. The theory of the disease spreading through nose-to-nose contact has not
been proven and the distance between the deer that have tested positive is no indication
the disease is spread in this manner. Rather, if the disease was spread in this manner [
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would think there would be a much higher concentration of infected deer within a smaller
area. Also, as we all know, deer touch in the wild. Hobbyist feeders are not increasing
the amount of nose-to-nose contacts. Furthermore, people feeding deer pellets are
actually feeding deer feed with real nutritional value and helping the deer to remain
healthy and potentially less susceptible to diseases such as CWD.

If the ban is to continue will a fund be set-up for companies such as ours to help alleviate
our losses? In time we would hope to recover the lost revenue due to the total ban on
deer feeding and we would hope all of our customers can recover as well. However, it
takes time to develop new products and get them to market and there are no guarantees,
The losses we expect are not due to competition. The losses we expect are not due to
consumer preference. The losses we expect result directly from the actions taken by the
DNR board under the authority of our legislature.

Thank you for your time and I look forward to your response.

Dennis Wessel, Owner
Prince Corporation

8351 County Road H East
Marshfield, WI 54449
(715) 384-3105

dwessel @prince-corp.com
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July 10, 2002

To: Members of the legislature,
Fr: Dennis Wessel.

Re: Deer Peedmgiﬂan -

T have wﬁiten-numcfﬂus letters :iri the past weeks regarding CWD and the banning of
baiting and feeding deer in Wisconsin. I want to thank the Representatives and Senators
that have responded, namely Rep. Lippert, Rep. Suder, Sen. Zien and Rep. Schneider.

Copies of the letters you have received are also sent to our customers throughout the state
that have an interest and may be affected by any of the recent actions taken by the DNR.
We have and will continue to encourage our customers to call and/or write their state
representatives and senators to express their views and opinions. As Ihave received
many, many phone calls these past weeks, we are encouraging our customers to - -

. participate in a silent protest this coming hunting season by asking all deer hunters they
‘know.if they would consider not buying a déer hunting license. As we do not wish to
cause any other businesses that rely on hunters traffic and patronage any disruption or
loss, we are encouraging hunters to continue with their traditions with one exception, not
to purchase a hunting license. Of course this equates to no actual deer hunting as we are
not advocating hunting without a license, ' ' '

Also, I have enclosed éﬁyi_eé;of some articles that recently were sent to me. As you read
them you will find a number of interesting points. Some points of interest include:

1) There is some evidence that links bacteria and copper deficiencies to CWD,

2) Deer may be infected for some time before any clinical signs appear.

3} Deer contract CWD where no feeding is done and without any touching.

4) Higher densities of deer and elk increases chances of CWD.

5) Game farms have higher rates of occurrence.

6) The root cause of CWD or how it is passed is not known.

7) No evidence to support banning hobbyist from feeding small amounts will
have any impact, other than if what they feed contains minerals — it may help
reduce chances of contracting CWD,

Marshfield, Wl 54449-8502 Kingsbury, IN 46345-9998
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As Thave stated in previous communications, we support the banning of baiting and
feeding where there is intent to attract large numbers of deer. There is evidence to
support that where there is a higher concentration of animals the chances of CWD are
increased. Again, people feeding deer in small quantities are not attracting more than a
couple of deer, most people feeding in this manner report seeing a deer at their feeder.
People feeding deer feed and minerals may actually be helping the situation. We strongly
believe there is room for a compromise that does not hinder the efforts to address the
problems and concerns associated with CWD. Why are some so willing to spend
millions and millions of dollars on actions that we already know have absolutely no
guarantees, are virtually impossible to accomplish (total eradication of 15,000-25,000
deer), and fail to address long-term solutions?

At this point what is our recourse? The legislature delegates authority to the DNR. The
DNR quickly moves to enact a statewide ban effective with little notice. What are
companies like ours and our customers to do? How do we respond? We have inventories
that have virtually been made obsolete overnight. Customers that purchased product
literally a few weeks ago want to return it and receive their money back. We have .
packaging materials that we are now unable to use. We have had no time to make
adjustments, to run inventories of product and packaging down. Where do we and our
customers go for answers? What happened to making decisions with responsibility?
The decision, if a compromise cannot be reached, to totally ban deer feeding has been
made and implemented. That decision, overnight, has potentially cost Wisconsin
businesses millions of dollars. We believe there needs to be a fund that helps businesses
by being compensated for short-term losses and gives some time to hopefully make plans
and adjustments that replace the loss of revenue.

Agam,thank yon far your time and 1 Jook f.o:wat&_iié‘_j@ﬂr- _respo.nse.' St

Dennis Wessel, Owner
Prince Corporation

8351 County Road H East
Marshfield, W1 54449
{715) 384-3105

dwessel @prince-corp.com
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July 15, 2002

To: Members of the legislature, DNR Board Members
Fr: Dennis Wessel / Prince Corporation

Re: Deer Feeding Ban

In light of some of the information that has come across my desk and the people that have
contacted me, I would like to ask the DNR board to seriously consider adopting a
compromised version of the emergency rule recently put into effect. We feel a
compromise is possible that will not hinder the efforts to control and eliminate CWD and
will not create a terrible burden for businesses.

The compromise we propose is to allow feeding of deer feed and minerals in small
quantities. Small quantities may be defined as no more than a five gallon pail. Deer feed
could be defined as manufactured feed made for feeding wildlife that contains essential
vitamins and minerals that have been proven to help improve deer health. This would
essentially eliminate the feeding of large amounts of feed, as manufactured feed _

~ containing essential nutrients is considerably more expensive to purchase. ‘Adopting -

- such a compromise would eliminate the roadside selling of shell corn which is typically

the product that is used in feeding large quantities. Feed manufactured through facilities
like ours and many others throughout the state is regulated and subject to state inspection,
proper tags and labeling, etc. Also, data can be much more accurately gathered as to
how much of this type of product is manufactured and sold.

There would still be an economic impact on businesses such as ours and on individuals
selling shell corn as deer feed. However, this would allow the true hobbyist to continue
to feed, and in a manner that typically does not attract multiple numbers of deer at one
time.,

Please let me know your thoughts.

Dennis Wessel, Owner
Prince Corporation

8351 County Road H East
Marshfield, W1 54449
(715) 384-3105

dwessel @prince-corp.com
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August 2, 2002

To: Members of the legislature, DNR Board Members
Fr: Dennis Wessel / Prince Corporation

Re: Deer Pccd%ng Ban |

Since my last letter, dated July 15, 2002, T have heard from many of our customers
encouraging our efforts to have the deer feeding ban repealed or a compromise reached. I
have also heard from some legislatures, some that have said they do not agree with what
the DNR board has done and some that have said it was the only thing to do given the
present situation.

What is the present situation? Well, we know that CWD is found in deer and elk where
there are large concentrations of these animals and there is evidence to suggest that deer
and elk lacking in certain trace minerals are more susceptible to CWD. Given what we
know, a total ban on deer feeding will not stop or prevent future cases of CWD. We have

- suggested a compromise that does not make criminals out of the hobbyist feederand

- provides some relief and time for those businesses that derive a significant amount of -

 revenue from selling deer related products. If at least a compromise cannot be reached,

then again, where is the aid to help our own: Wisconsin businesses, many of which are
small family owned operations, get by in the short-term, - :

Being summer and plenty of food available to support the Wisconsin deer herd, the
effects of the total ban have not yet been totally felt. ‘The loss in revenue we and others
expect to suffer will come this fall and winter. If 2 compromise cannot be reached, we
need compensation for inventories and packaging materials rendered obsolete by the
quick actions of the DNR board. We need some compensation for the loss of short-term
revenue. Isay short-term because we are doing our best to find replacement products and
markets that potentially could make-up for the losses due to the imposed ban, but this
takes time.

There are all sorts of support programs and aid made available to other groups. Given
that our own government has imposed a ban on deer feeding without any real discussions
or forethought, I would hope our legislatures would step to the plate and do the right
thing, help those businesses affected by this ban. We and many others need time to make
some changes. 1realize it is summer vacation for our legislatures and I hope everyone is
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enjoying their time off as we are sweating the details and attempting to pick-up the
pieces.

I hope this is a lesson. Giving people broad authority, such as the DNR board, without
proper guidelines, parameters, etc. does not work., Not once was any forethought given to
the potential ramifications. The DNR board was and is ill-equipped to make a decision
such as was made. They do not have the proper representation, resources and broad
prospective that is needed for decistons of such magnitude. That is what our elected
representatives are for. The job of the DNR board in this matter should have been one of
advisory.

Again, please let me know your thoughts.,

Sincerely,

Jﬁlm W ,,:,W‘/

Dennis Wessel
Prince Corporation



September 6, 2002

Governor Scott McCallum
P.O. Box 7863
Madison W1 53707

Dear Governox MCCa}Ium'

Until rf:c:ently I feit you were the best choice for Govemer of Wisconsin. However,
comments you have made in regarcis to the loss of revenue that small businesses are
feeling due to the DNR’s short-sighted and quick actions have changed my mind. In the
Marshfield paper you mentioned that businesses that are reporting lost revenues due to
smaller numbers of people registering for deer hunting should essentially deal with it and
not look to the state for any help. That’s all fine and dandy but let’s look a bit closer at
what has happened.

The DNR quickly, without any thought to what the potential ramifications would be to
Wisconsin businesses, banned deer feeding and baiting statewide. To help make their
case, the DNR led a strong offensive touting the dangers.of CWD. Much of the i
;nfannatmﬁ was specuiaﬁva and rmsleadmg The end result was and is that maay peaple .
are afraid to eat venison and/or are so disgusted with the DNR’s approach and actions
that they will not hunt this year. That has and will continue to result in loss revenue for
many, many Wisconsin businesses this year. Our representatives shunned their
responsibility and delﬁgated broad authonty to an-agency, the DNR, which does not have
the broad perspective, representation, knowledge or input to have made such a decision.
Now, businesses such as ours are supposed to deal with it. Fine, the state will eventually
have 10 deal with the shrinking revenues as well and the tobacco funds are no longer
available. Where should Wisconsin businesses turn when they are confronted with a
hardship imposed by an agency of their own government?

This all could have been averted. The best defense against CWD is a smaller deer
population. Extended hunts that encourage the taking of antlerless deer would have had
better results with much less controversy and lost revenue. The DNR’s actions thus far
have been pretty much ineffectual in managing CWD and have hurt Wisconsin
businesses. There were and are better ways to deal with CWD.

Your comments in the Marshfield paper last week showed me that you either don’t
understand what has occurred or you really don’t care. Wisconsin needs small businesses
and our government should be looking for ways to work with businesses rather than



throwing hurdles and obstacles in the way and then telling us to deal with it. We
understand the problems and potential dangers associated with CWD and want to help
eliminate the disease. Having short-sighted, ineffectual policies rammed down your
throat and then told to deal with the ramifications of them is not the type of leadership we
need in Wisconsin,

Sincerely,

. g
Dennis Wessel
Prince Corporation
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suth Dakown, Monana, Alberte and
"?‘;'c.wan. - : R E
CAUWD can rema [tent in seymals
w e years before it manifoss,
imaks do not develop immuity. Once
pected, they will die
Each time CWD surfiees. wildlife

=

s 1o Keep 1t froms spreading. For
ansy mame farms, thes means Kifling the
ple herd  Ahbough mies cullmg s
whsive and cannot guarantee WD
a'L reappear, % the oniv method tha
proven somewhat effecive 1 redug-
further outbroaks

s Codurado, officuals sienhzed e
s where TW D was discovercd b
hon srumals were reiniroduced they sull
pntracted the discase. Through extensie
ngd uwpvate e study, researchers feamed
WD ds caused By infectious protens
ed prions (pronounced Tpreg-onsT) In
s mologists canpot understand, nivtu-
by ocourring prions oceasionally go bad
d corrupt healthy pnons.

L’ jelaat

: Resenrchars don’ haw WD
aed. Some biologisis beleve the
urs prons that cause sorapic i sheep

Seprauper 2007

sl usundly prescribe mass cullingin -

somehow mutated, jumped the so called “species barrier™ and
mfected deer and elk. One problen with this theory is CWD has
not bzen found in capiive or wild deer Hont areas in Notth
America or the United Kingdom where scrapie {s nost prevalent.

Others believe proteins in healthy animals sometimes sponta- §

neously become bad, causing brain and nervous-tissue damage.
Some believe CWD is passed along in saliva and feces.

I shart, we know where it was discovered, but we might never
knuw how i got there. Furthormore, as | will discuss Tater,

whether CWD originated in the wild or in a pen is no longer the
issuc. Ity mmuch more tmportant 0 focus on damage contra)

Imporrant Health Issues

Aldthough researchers have not learned much abow CWD over
the past 10 yeors, they de know it can spread within a herd even
without animal-to-animal contact.

it also seems that CWD can spread more rapidly in arcas with
high deer dengiries, henee the problems at game Tarms. CWD was
originatly found in the wild in Colorado and Wyoming, and it
wase't initially considered o major threat because deer and elk
densities were refatively low, However, now that CWD has been
found in southwestern Wisconsin — where wild deer densities
exceed 4 mind-boggling 30 deer per square mile of habiat -
researchers fear the disease could spread to surrounding states.
Ondy ume will el

Mad cow disease was (irst reported in 1983, and infected cows
showed some of the same symptoms seen in CWD-infecied deer.
There are other simitariues. Both diseases involve infocted pri-
ons. and the brairs of infeeted animals Jook the same

However, there are differences. Mad cow was spread by ingest-
ing contaminated food, whereas CWD probably was not And
mad cow spread to humans, whereas CWD has not. Some rumors
state that CWD has killed three people who ate venison, but this
is not wrug, Those rumors probably stemt from the fact one woman
and two men who regularly ate venison dicd of Creutzfeldi-Jakob
disease,  rare spongiform disease among humans.

One of the cases involved a 30-year-old hunter from Kaysyille,
Lah, who died of CID in 1999, Acdording 1o 2 reportin the T/
ng;af Juez:-:i'a this case caught the attention of activist groups
that were [obbying for stnicier surveil
lance of mad cow disease in the United
States,

The Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention studied the Utah man’s case
and the two other cases, and ruled out
mad cow discase. Epidemiologists
quizzed family members shout the vig.
tims’ [ifestyles and eating habns, and con-
cluded there was “no strong evidence for
a causal link" to CWD,

Still. similarities between CWD and
other Brain spongiform diseases make
many pecple nervous, including farmers
whe worry CWD might infect their cattle,
Researchers immediately responded to
those concerns and conducted myriad
tests 1o determine if and how CWD can
infect cattle. They concluded CWD can-
not infect 2 cow unless corrup! prions are
injected directly into the cow’s brain.

However, CWD is the only known
brain spongiform disease that_is not
species specific. It has been shown 1o
infect elk, mule deer and white-tajled
decr, and researchers don’t know why.

That's what makes it so puzzling.

R_ecem Outbreaks in Colurado
Major CWD outbreaks oceurred in the
1990y on game farms in Saskatchewan

1967 — Mule deer al a Fort Colling,
Calo., wildlite research facilily hecome
thin and listiess, and then die
Biologisis are uncertamn of the cause

1878 — Bath Wiliams, now with the
Wyoming Stats Veterinary Labomiory,
finds evidencs that the dissase alfless
tha prain, She obssarves finy holes in
narva calls that creals a spongaiks
appearance.

1980 — Chronic washng diséase 15
identified.

1981 — First wild elk with CWE detactad
in Colorade.

1983 — Burveillance for CWD in frae-
ranging deer hegins in Coloratic ang
Wyorning.

1985 — *Mad cow” disease, slso 2 brain
spongiforrn disease, is first reported.

1986 — Wyoming elk diagnosed with
CWO It's tha firs! lree-ranging case o
the state.

1480 — Hunter-harvest surveilignce for
CWD bagins In Colorado.

1997 — First caplive ek hards test pose
tive in South Dakota. Extensive sur
vefilance of CWD in farmed gk begins
nationwide.

1955 — Wisconsin beging precautionary
testing Tor CWD in wild white-{ailed
doar, S

1998 — Moritana and Colorado bagm
depopulating wild hards

2000 -~ In November, Nebraska records
its first wiid mule deer with CWD. Is
Dacember, ok from & ranch test posic
tivae,

Aprll 2001 — CWD moves it
Saskalchewan's wild deer Two wild
mule dear tes! ponitive.

September 2007 -~ CWD is found on
several Colrado game tarms, which
are gquarantined.

February 2002 — South Daketa repors
its first witd case of CWD wisconsin
reports CWD in lis wild deer ferd. s
the firgt time CWD has been tound
aast of the Mississippi River,

March 2002 — Hinois creates & 1ask
torce o deal with CWD possibiliiiss,
Albaria repors its firsi case of CWh e
& captive el

Aprll 2002 — CWO reponted west of the
Continenlal Divide. Wisconsin enforces
an emargency ban on imparting and
exporting deer and afk. Other slates
pass simiiar laws,

e Jgnnidfar A. Piilal




{ebraska. However, what's occurred
ince Fall 2001 is most concerning,
- in September, CWD was found on sev.
ral Colorado pame fanms, which were all
ubsequently quarantined, The Elk Echo
2y alone had 29 ek that contracted the
ease and disd. The emtire herd was
lughtered and officials then traced elk
hat were shipped elsewhere. They found
[t more cases at other game farms,
With the exception of one elk in
fansas, Eik Eoho elk ransponted to other
wtes all resiad negative.

© In Aprif 2002, CWD was found west of
he Continental Divide. Reports allege the
wier of a game farm near Craig, Colo.,
ced 2 fence and trapped wild animals
nside. Beoause laws do not permit farm-
aised deer and elk o miv with wild ani-
nals. staze officials responded and killed
60 wild deer and 30 ik inside the pen.
s of this writing. two of 164 sty indi-
ated CWD infections.
s aoe known how the farm's ammals
przacted CWD Owner Wes Adams said
Lo belioves the deer wern infecied before
wfonce was erected. In a Domeer Posi
micle. Adams was quoted as saymg he
mplied with all CWD regulations and
he 15 the vietim, not the cause of the
roblem. Nevertheless, all 100 elk on ks
op will be killed and tested. The farm s
30miles west of where CWD was found
3 the wild,
On Aprit 3, Colorado officials began
npling 329 animals within five miles of
2 farm-On April 9, they reported 1wo
cof outsicde the gamie farm’s fence tosted
ositive, Another deer tested positive a
ok Jater, prompting officials to increase
igir spmple quotas.

in Summer 2002, Colorado officials
oped to test al least 300 more deer from
eas Tarther from the CWD epicenter. If
cases are found in fringe arcas, s
kely. CWD originated wr or immediately
rar the farm. In that case, the state would
Lely eradicate the fanw's amimals and
2arby wild herds in anempts to slow the
seuse s spread.
‘Colorado officials also found CWD
ar Lyons sn Boulder County, where 16
77 mule deer from the Rabbut
lountain area tested positive. This 21
reerit positive rate is one of the highest
found iy the wild. The discovery
wsed Boulder County commissioners 1o
prove massive cull hunts aimed at sliow-
y 3 southerly movement of CWIDL
The outhresk near Craig also wiggered
i reaction from Governor Bill Owens,
he formed 2 CWD task force with a

charge 1o review and oversee proactive
CWD action in Colorado.

It was also announced that 24 game
farmers living near the CWD endemic
area agreed to sell thelr herds to the
Department of Agriculture. The USDA
planned to sfaughter all of the animals and
dispose of the carcasses,

Bad News From Wisconsin

As troubling as the news from
Colorado, the public has shown even
mare concern over recent happenings in
Wisconsin. In February 2002, Wisconsin
jearned that three free-ranging deer shot
during the state’s November 2001 gun-
hunt tested positive for CWD. Subsequent
tests showed the disease now infocts more
than 2 percent of a densely populated
whitetail herd in 8 415-square-mile area,

(See Ryan Gilligan's anicle, “Fatal
Deer Discase Makes Giant Leap
Eastward” in the August 2002 issue of
D&DHy :

Because this 15 the first ime CWD has
been found east of the Mississippi River,
thousands of hunters from surrounding
states worry if their state is next.

Wisconsin's problem is perhaps most
SeVErd, bacause the state harburs more

than 1.6 million whitetails. The state is
also home to 947 deer/elk game ranches,
with a combined capiive herd of nearly
35,000 animals.

In.a move that shocked some residents, - _

the DNR announced a plan. o eradicate.

every deer in @ 287-square-mile’ Thot -

rone” and another that would drastically
reduce the herd in the region. In alh
| 5.000 whitetails are to be kitled in hopes
of stopping the disease from sprcac}i:’:g
[arther. Although officials admit it might

take several years to complete the job,
they believe quick action is necessary.

To further prevent CWD transmission,
Wisconsin banned the transport of farm-
ralsed deer and elk, and pushed for bans
on baiting and recreational feeding.

On May 15 in Washington, & key
House committec approved a $29.4 hil-
lion spending bill that allocated 310 mil-
lion 1n emergency funds to states coping
with chronic wasting disease.

That same day, the Wisconsin

Legislature met in special session and
approved legisiation that provided $4 mil-
lion in funding. Much of that money will
be used to build a CWD testing facility.
The legislation also granted wildlife offi-
cials authority to shoot deer from helicop-
ters and roadways, and — as a last resont
~— to shoot deer on private land even if
landowners do not wamt deer kitled.

“The scientists are tefling us — from
other states who have dealt with this prob-
lem — that we've got one shot, one shot
to iry to ecradicate this disease state
Sanator Mark Meyer of Wisconsin told
the Mitwavkee JournalSemiinel “1f we
fail in our actions today, what it's going 10
mean in 15 to 20 years {is) the white-
tailed deer population in this state will be
decimated ™

To say Wisconsinites are nervous is a
gross understatement: In fact, the fear of the
unknown has forced many hunters — even
though no hurnan has ever contracted CWD
~— to empty their freezers on the highly
remote chunce their venison is contaminat-
ed with CWD. Up 1o 250,009 others indi-
cate they might skip this year's hunt,

On to Alberta
In Alberta, the game-farm industry suf
fered another setback with the discovery
of CWD in 2 2%-year-old ¢k, The animal
came from a farm north of Edmonten and
was one of 160 elk slaughtered at a pack-

+ing plant in'southern Alberta on March 7, -
2002 o

" The 32 tons of resulting meat were
destroyed, and veterinarians from the
Canadian Food Inspection Agency
imposed a three-week freeze on miove-
ments of ¢k within or owt of Albena,
Alberta’s captive elk herd Is estimated at
43,000 head, and the province has no reg-
ulations for CWD testing, However, sev-
eral farms voluntarily test their herds.
The infected elk was found via routine
surveillance, Although biologists don't
know how the infection emtered Alberta,
it's possible the disease tame from 2 wild
deer or was in the herd before the
province’s 1988 ban on importation. Itis
also possible an infected animal was
brought into Alberts after the ban.

Nebraska and South Dakota

Nebraska is becoming a8 CWD hot
zone, The state began testing wild deer
from hunter-killed samples in Fall 1997,
and the first wild case was a mule deer
killed in November 2000,

The Game and Parks Commission
responded by culling 104 deer in that




- positive, Then in December 2000, an ol}
“fom-a game farm in northern Sious
ounry tested positive. By March 2001,
- officials killed and tested all of the farms
-2l From that sample, 11 had CWD.

- Nebraska's situation grew worse when
whitetail from the same game farm con-
rcted CWD i December 2001, This
iscovery led to the slaughter of the
ams other 174 whitetails. Alarmingly,
3 of 139 tested so far — $2 percent —
“had OWD

- Buologists then shot 113 wild deer m
¢ ared surrounding the game fanm and
und nine of them had the disease

wrestingly, CWD was not found in any
teer cotlected more than 10 miles from
1he farm.

;. However, in late March 2002, & wild
mule deer was seen acting abnormally
tear Sconsblufl, Neb. it was killed, and
subsequently wested positive for CWD.
Since then, 84 deer were killed near the
vomung border Those tests were not
complete as of this wniting

Of - 804 deer sampled during
Nebraska's 2001 bunting season. two

ted postive —- once cach in Kimball

and Chevenne counties,

With the exception of the mule deer
led in March, all of Nebraska'’s CWD-

sontive anmuls were found within 10

les of the Sioux County game farin.

is fact suggests the pame farm did no

CWD from the wild. Frgot CWD from

potaminated animals if received.

- Iv slow CWD% spread. Nebrasks

sidering culling 307 pereemt of ity

saliwestern deer herd over the next five
ears. it 23 also considering lengthening
e season from the current 10-day sched.
e 10 nearty five months in Sicux and
tern Davees counties

outh Dakom has tested for CWD
¢ 1997, After three years of no posi-
tests, the state proclaimed its wild
CWD-free Sadly, that wasn' the
-because in February 2002, biologists
overed CWLD i 2 wild whitetail, The
er was kitled near & Fall River County
me farm where CWD had been found
evigusiy

it

How States React To CWD
Although many researchers believe
D mught have somethung to do with
me-farmed animals, they can do noth-
: but formulate systemance plans for
ntrolhng  the  disease uniil more
search is done.

Assume 3 state's wildlife officials sam-

reglon, and one more mule deer tosted

ple hunter kills for CWD, and agriculture
officials test all game-farmed deer and
elk that are slaughtered or die (since the
Wisconsin incident, more states are con-
sidering making testing mandatory).

When CWD appears, in the case of
farmed animals, the first step is to kill all
of them, conduct tests and quarantine the
farm. This allows officials to trace the
recards for other animals that wers
imported/exported to of from the farm. If
animals were exported, the next step is o
focate the other farms and continue the
eradication process.

When CWD is found in the wild, the
first step is ta shut down that arga’s bor-
ders to all imports and exports of deer and
elk. Even states with no history of CWD
— including Texas, Louisiana, llinois,
indiana, Minnesota and even New York,
Massachusetts and North Caroling -
have adopted similar regulations,

Some states allow importing and
exporting- deer and elk from herds that
have remained CWD-free for five ar
more years, but this is essentially a ol
ban because few farms have tested their
herds thai long.

The next step is to use hunter-killed
animals o amnle laree wild herds. 1t
printed in the Jowrnal of Wikilie
Metmgzement iy 2001

Ciross and Midler conglude that “selec-
v culling may otfor the greatest promise
al reducing CWD incidence, particularly
when anfected populations are detected
carhy  the course of an epidemic and
weted agpieastyely for several decades ™

* Therefore, the best approach 10 CWD
ts 1wy i the berd hard and maest impor
tanedy, early i outhreak arcas.

In northeastern Colorado, where CWD
incidence in mule deer approaches § per-
cent, an estimated 2,200 mule deer Hive in
1250 squire miles. Through  huating,
officiale expect o drasucally reduce the
berd pver the nexs several years,

The CWD owtbresks o Colorado,
Wisconsin and Nebraska have led many
states to seck better control of importing.
cRporting and festing ammals.

In Celorado alone, hunting and
wildlife viewing 15 worth billions, Thus,
the stafe 1x moking changes 1o protect
those valuable resources.

Wisconsin's Department of Natural
Resources also fears a widespread out-
break mught cnippit the state’s econony.,
[n 2001, the state soid 952,942 decer hunt-
ing heenses, generating more than 520
mllron in revenue for the DNR,
Furthermsre. deer huming in Wisconsin
gencrates 31 biflion in cconomic activity
each year.

In neighboring Minnesota, retail sales
from deer hunting generate $270 million
annuably Deer hunting has o similar eco-
nomic ampact in lowa, Hlinois and
Michigan, meking swift action in

S hiriisim o mavinind

How is CWD Spreading?

This is the main guestion everyone is
asking. Is CWD originating on game
farms, or is it occurnng in the wild and
being passed through the fences?

Unfortunately, we might never know.
CWI infects captive and wild animals,
anet it might wke years of surveitlance

uittit we know the problem's true scope.

Some tologists believe CWD origie
sated in game farms because clinical
signs — head drooping, salivatng, emaci-
ated bodics — were not reported in wild
deer before the outbreaks. When such
behavior was observed in Colorade in
1967, no one knew s cause because it
did not match any known disease,

Furthermore, similar behaviors of sick
deer were next observed at a facility in
Wyoming that had imperied deer from the
Coluradw facility. Alse. CWD has been
sonfirmed at 40 farms m Saskachewan,
As of October 2001, the Canadian Food
Inspection Agency found |59 CWD-pos-
itive elk on game farms, of which 52 ware
imporied from a South Dakota facility. It
was later fearned the South Dakota facili-
ty had imported ol frem 3 Colorado farm
that had CWD-iafected elk,

Of course, theres another side to this
story ~ the game farrners who are suffer-
ing huge financial losses from CWD. The
North American Elk Breeders Asso-

cration believes CWD, "in all likelihood
has existed in wild animals for hundreds
of years,” and blames the Colorado
Division of Wildiife for “starting™ the dis-
¢ase auits deeriresearch facility. :

The association cites the Nebraskz case
as proof CWD came from wild animals,
Again, CWD was discovered on a game
farmy in Nebraska, but 1 was later leamed
the disease was prevalent in wild daer -
ing within 10 miles of the farm.

“The ranch is only a few miles from the
endemic area in Wyoming, so its only
fogical some animals came across the
border and brought CWD it Nebragka”
said Eric Mohlman, president of the
Nebraska Elk Breeders Association,

Others note  that  zhthough  Sas-
katchewan farms have had CWD, only
two wild deer have been found from sev-
eral thousand tests and, therefore, farmed
animals are not spreading it o the wild,
Thats a streteh, however, because i is not
known how casily CWD can be passcd
fram elk to deer.

Of course, it's possible the disease gocs
both ways — sometimes starting on farms
and other times in the wild, Regardless of
where CWD originaics, mandatory toste
ing is on the horizon. Although some
farmers have been compensated for their
losses, many have quit the business.



Rooi Causes

When amalyzing how CWD affects
North American deer herds, T can't help
hut think of what my friend Steve Fausel
said in 2000

“When we allow deer and elk numbers
1o reach high densities, we are asking for
wouble” Fausel said.

Although he was referring to habitat
damage, his words ring true. Ironically,

oy brother Bill, a wildlife disease profes.
sor at the University of Alberta, expressed
similar concerms in 1987 — when game
farming started in Albenta,

In fact, he presented a paper on the
subject 2t the annual conference of the
Game: Growers of Alberta. The paper,
“Moving the Zoo, o the Potential for
lnwaducing a Duangerous Parasite into
Alberts with its Tranlsocated Host,”
piqued the interest of several biologists,
but it dida't trigger enough action. Within
4 short time, several game farms experi-
enced 8 serious outbreak of bovine tuber-
oulosis, and now they have CWDL

] Conclusion
- Based on what's been learned over the
past six months, we cannot stand pat on
CWD and hepe # goes away, Time is of
the essence, especially when dealing with
wild deer. The longer it takes to imple-
ment & plan, the farther CWD will spread,
making it even more difficult ta contrel.
There are no quick fixes. All strategies
sake time and money. We haven't heard
the last of new outbreaks and, unfortu.
natcly, CWD.will more than likely appear
inother Midwestern states — and possi-
bly Southern and Eastern states, 100. -
What's mast important is that all par-
ties refrain from pointing Nngers and
work topether to solve this mysterious and

roublesome disease. Qfﬁ




Study: Diseased Prions Can Infect Muie Deer Fawns

Although lufi-biown cases of chronle
wasting disease have boan imiled 10 aduil
gik and Jeer, recent research indicales
cotrupl Brain protsing can a;&pea: n ycunQ
lawns, Rasearchars
tave also  giscovered
that baiting and faeding
practices can lead o the
fransmission of thase
prolging.,

Accorting o a report
in the Journaf of Gensral  §
Virology,  ressarchers I
made the discoveries I8
while sludying muls
deer fawns that were
inocutated orally with a
brain homogenate pra-
sared from mule deer
with naturally octuring
chronic wasling disgase.
Aher being inocculaled,
Tawns were killed at 10,

g2, 83, 77, T8 End BO
- BAys,

Negropslas wers ‘then peﬁormed lo
geierming if any of the tawns had acquired
CPrPeres, @ protein marker lor CWD infse-

lion, The protain was found in'some fawns
a5 parly as 42 days after inbculation. Even

somwmen for officials to sample & 5-mile
adius around an area where CWD is
found. In Wisconsin, however, officials
w@sted an area encompassing more than

5 square miles,

Afer gauging the disease’s prevalence,
states usually conduct massive cull hunts
.1 severely reduce — even eradicare -

2t herds, The idea for massive culling .
f..an;f “from. selemific research by John
“Gross of Colorade State University and’

morg alarming, the preteln was found in all
of the fawns that fived 53 days or more
after inooulation,

ms research indicates mute deer can
be infected with CWO
for at least 16 months
pelors  clinical signs
" appear,

The study's résulls
- wara published iIn an
arficls  authored: by
- researchers from the
University of Wyoming,
- Golorado State  Unive
orsity and the Colorado
Division of Wildiife,

Exactly how CWD is
fransmitted among rumi-
nards is unknown, but
tha fawns in the study
goniracted  diseasad
preteing through “expo-
surg 10 contaminated
g “feed. This discovery has
ca SDMme researchers. to presume
"CWD can bie spreat at contaminated feed-
ing and bedding areas, and in instances
where : deer -congregale and engage .in
nose-id-nose contact,

-~ Darmel & Setrnich

Michael Miller of the Colorado Division
of Wildtife.

In their research paper, “Chronic
Wasting Disease in Mule Deer: Disesse
Dymamics and Contrsl,” Gross and Miller
present all the science known on CWD
and offer a modcl 1o determine the best
management strategies for wild herds,

The model shows how. culling infected
©argas’can reduce CWD incidence by

reducing deer dispersal. The paper was

s Can | contract etironle wasting

diseasa?

Probatly nol However, bDecause CWD,
“mad sow Bisease and Ureuizipii-dakob dis-
ease are alf brain spongiform diseases, and
because (16 tatter two can infect humans, it is
only logical thal pecple fear GWD. Decause
tw0 SpOnGatonn Oiseases have been lransmit-
ted 1o Rumans, ho One carn Say with certainty
that CWD will never infect humans. However,
asuing # you can ger CWE from eating venison
15 ke asking your docior I you £an gel cancer
o gakng nitrale-laden hot Jogs,

Anginet point 1o remermber 5 the odds of
contracting & spongiform disease like mas cow
ot ©J0 are nearly asironomical. 1S irue that
ahout Y00 peopig conlracied mad cow disgase
w (regt Britan, but #'s esiimatad Wat 80 mil
son people might have been exposed o it

¢ Should [ worry about eating

verlson’?

Thidt can De answered with & Qualilied tio”
Tna Wortd HMeahth Qrparization has said thewe
15 50 soentific evidence the diseass can infect
nUmEns, However, the agency says ne part of
a dear o elk with sadencs of ihe diseass

Most Commonly Asked Questions_ About CWD

shole e ealen by people or eiher animals.

Bad prions congregate in nenvous tissue
are} lymph nodes; Theretore, boning out meat
- Wit Guting iro the bain or spine — and
discarding blood vessels and internal organs
should protect you even if the animal is infect-
ed.

v How does 8 deer get GWO?

Accarding to the Agriculural Rasearch
Sarvice, “the natural route of transmission of
these diseasss (Le., spongilorms, inchuding
CWD} in ruminant animals s unknown, but
oral expasure 1o contarminated foeds, bodding
o fissues is presurned to be a major source of
infection”

¥ can prions infect the groungd?

Althoughs this has nof Deen proven, some
studies ndicats CWD-causing priong can
rernain actve in soil for years,

v Wit CWD Invade my state?

CWD could pop up anywhere deer or elk
tive, However, It sesms pravalant In high-den-
sity herds.




.
,\.u?i\‘l'

IEA e

e T

Fradication Program Successful in Colerado

The Colomdo Etk Breeders Association is happy to be
il to repaort that the trace out process has been completed
©ind olk put dewn at all ranches that had suspect animals,
elk kitleslonly 40 have tested positive for
Ot he el 16,000 domestic elk in Colo-
25 Mare than 200 anumals were shipped o
S wrares trom attected Colorado elk ranches. These ani-
Naals swor abseoquickly sdentitied, Jepopulated, and rested
o CWID Only ane of 200 elk rested positive for the dis-
Ceane. The lone positive case was in a Kansas herd of 16 elk,
* The remarning efk in the herd were tested and found 10 be

e e e A WYY

Wl e b T

b bk anchers Bave voluntasily placed them-
w s uidet asunvertlance program developed by the Swate
Aot which will sasore that CWDD does nor reappear in

pan et el or i does, 1 will be swiftly eliminated. Since

B U9s cvery elk rthar dies in Colorado, whether by ac-

F o dent or <laaghter for mear, must be rested by having 2
| Brany stent sample sent 1o a lab. Therefore, it may soon be
the vt that ondy ranched elk are free of CWD and wild-
life agencies will have to come to elk ranchers to replen-
sshothe wild hey ds ziw.t they have ailawed to be dec;mateci
Dy this JI\L{L\Q

- ROCKY .\ffOL’NTAI N NEWS Reveals DOW Inepritude
: The Recks Momntain News published on june 1 a sps-
Cord secrieny on CWTY, the gise of which was to expose gov-

e e wdes According e Rocky Mountain News
fohin Temple, RMN reporters had a difficult time
sert e msiormation about CWED from government of-

%-ih f.

" ERESUSEIER

: Cadonsdi isoar the epicenter of the story, Yer, even to-
C v aside from the governor's office, state institutions — such

- s the Division of Wildlife, the Department of Agriculture . -

v rhe research labararories at Colorado State University
;o oap Pariers when wked to share their work with the
Dyt Thew re voncerned that exposure of whar they're
s itbe denng woubld cose a public cutery.
Reporrer Gary Oearhardt was ane of the three tead writ-
cre e VD far the News who was stonewalled, “There’s a
for o rear that thines will be said that will reflect poorly on
U the states " he sad. " They dide’t wane people seeing the real
Brew pamr 4 rher business”
Gow fodifics e Povn trying for years to get the me-
Gt it e e story about the responsibility for the
Crceeor o U and s apread, bur it hus been covered up
e he serentists and agencies invelved. According to the
F by Meonmram News, June 1, 2002, the disease was first
Cdentiried m the PO research facilizy ar Forr Collins fong
eIk ranches vxisted in Coloradu. Gene Schoonveld
thar the autrition and comparative anatomy stud-
codnd bon Bias Saster’s Degree ar CSU in the late '60s

betore

Colorado Elk Ranches Conguering CWD

By Linda Lindsey

Flhorchw S anne s 2008

using deer and scrapie-infected sheep and DOW deer may

have been responsible for the spread of the disease to deer:

“They were in close proximity of the sheep for long' " ‘

periods of time and it was among those anirmals that the

symptoms of CWD first showed up,” said Schoonveld, now
a Division of Wildlife biologist.
“Soon after they were together, adutrdeer started show-

ing signs of CWD..." he added. “There were a number of
deer projects geing on at the time and deer were coming in_

from the wild that may have been infected, and were trad-

ing deer with Sybille {the Wyom;rﬁ.\ﬁame and Fish.

Department’s Sybille Research Unit) Near Wheatland;

Wyoming), and so it's impossible to say for sure how ir got™:
started,” Schoonveld said. “But my guess as a biologist s

those sheep had scrapie (the sheep version of TSE) and in

close confinement ~ something that they wouldn'’t do out:

in the wild — it jurnpad to deer and infected them. The deer.

then spread it among themselves.” This is because the deer
were released back into the wild instead of being destroye
because, despite what now seems like obvicus evidence;*no
one at the time understoad that what was affecting the deer

in the pens was a contagious disease.” (Mike Miller, RMN,

June 1,2002, p. 4K.)

*'By:2001 the disease, spreading unchecked, had infected’

dﬁ'-to_ 14% of wild deer in the:area surrounding the. DOW
research facility, and up to 1% of the wild eik. It is impor-
tant to note that CWD has been spreading farther where

there is no elk ranching. Wyocming does not allow game
ranching, bur it has more square miles of CWD endemic -

area than any other state. Wyoming's wildlife agency reck-
ons CWD s Spreadéng at the rate of 50 miles a year. How
ever; CWD is an exceedingly rare disease outside of this

endemic area. So far only 98 domestic elk outof a total of
appmxzmacely 135,000 domestic elk in the United States
have tested pasltwe for the dzsease.. Thisis Eess than 0.1%! .

Wildlife Managers Fail To Take Action
It was not until 1977 chat Bech Williams, now a pro-

fessor of veterinary science, then a graduate student at CSU,
tealized that the mystericus deaths of the animals in the™

e

DOW pens were caused by a communicable disease that. -

was indeed a TSE, or spongiform encephalopathy. Since -

then the Colorado DOW and Wyoming Game and Fish .

agencies have been monitoring the disease but, despite the.

fact that it has been slowly spreading and killing more of
the srate’s wildiife each year, have done nothing to prevent
its spread. In fact they have been releasing CW L infected
deer back into the wild some of that time as well as ship-
ping them to zo0s and 1o other states. In the past few months,
however, the DOW has found the disease in a few deer on
the Western Slope of the Rockies, where hunting is the
basis of the local sconomy, and this has caused a public
auecry forcing them to address the problem.

TR T
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is present in approximately 75% of sheep in the U.5., CWD
may be found wherever sheep and deer are in close proxime

ity.

It is'only in the last year that the USDA has hegun to

institute a mandatory program to get rid of scrapie in sheep.

it has become clear that if we want to get rid of T3Es in |
animals we have to deal with all mammalian species.

Eik Ranchers Act Swiftly To Evadicate CWD

Elk rarichers, however, have a history of steppimg up s
the plate and confronting disease issues swiftly und decr-
vely. When TB first appeared in farmed elk the industry
mediately’ developed'a program for eradicating the dis-

: T'B certification program was instituted with the
of the U.S. Animnal Health Association and has been
great success. ‘Similarly, the industry has developed a sur-
veillance program for CWD which is mandatory in Colo-
rado and may soon become mandatory across the country,
"This program will insure the freedom ot ranched etk trom
fis-terrible dzscase; - _
It is; of course, essential 1 that every elk rancher partici-
pateiin the program ‘and follow the legal requirements. 4
srson who tries to get around the rules is hurting not only,
‘hifnself bur the entire industry. The Colorado elk industry
has had almost 100% cooperation in the CWD eradication
“progratn, bur the failure of one rancher ta follow the rules
Jhas given us all a black eye that is proving hard to neeover |

Research Céﬁﬁc'il.Subports Research
e Ammal Test

ghealth of huntmg and livestock mdusz:r:es in this coun-
We eﬁcourage you to send this article t vour legislators

i sxasssmﬁ?ﬁz-ﬁﬂs mcle arg those of the author and nol necessarly
08E 4t M apivetierds Magazing, Nativetlerds Shal not be responsitie for any

‘H‘p://w’n’\\i-l‘\i‘t“’\‘c'[\l:"f‘t'{ﬁ.v.“n!z‘\
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CHRONIC WASTING DISEASE
What we knmia‘abom CWD in deer

In the past months, I have attended numcrous mectings on CWE and other deer related issucs. These mectings
have been held in various cities throughout the U.S. The unceriainty of CWD's origin or transmission from animal
to animal can certainly be frustrating. The following are facts concerning CWD.

-1t'is a Transmissible Spongiform: Encephalopathy (TSE) of deer and elk.

~gther TSE rciatéﬁ discases are Scrapic (found ini sheop), BSE (mad cow discasc) found in cattle,and CID
(Creutzfeldt-Jacob ) found in humans. Cats and mink also have their own types of TSE's.

-The diseasg is czmsedbyapmwmthatgoes awryandmbasmaﬁy all cases, eats Holes in the brain of the specie
* and death i soon io come.

-CWD has been around for almmst 40 ycars '

~CWD was first diagnosed in mule deer on a gayemmem owned research ﬁmhty in Colorado.

-This disease has never been. spread from CW infected deer 10 ‘humans or livestock. :

-In fact-other mnnnam species, including wild Tuminants and domestic cattle, sheep, and goats, have been housed
in wildlife facmnes in direct and indirect eontact with CWD infected deer and elk wath no evidence of disease
trangmission.

-Peepie have consumed CWD infected deer with no ill side effects,

-A World Health Organization (WHO) pane! of experts reviewed all the available information ot CWD and
concluded that there is NO SCIENTIFIC EVIDENCE THAT CWiD CAN INFECT HUMANS.

-Signs of CWD infected deer inclode weight loss, drooping ears,excessive salivation, and loss of appetite. Many of
these signs can also be associated with other ghseases kmown in Wisconsin deer, such as'Cranial Abscessation
Syndrome (a bacierial disease of the brain) or malnutrition,

-Feeding deer or clk does not cansc CWD, |
: ~Ithasneverhenpmventhatfeedmgdeerspmdsthmchsease y

"It stands to reason that deer that are offered supplemental. feedwould certamiybe healﬁneranﬁmuchlcss
susceplible (o disease and sickness ikaaihmcoumerpans {hat are not oﬂemd feed and ‘are'stressed dué lo i}mpcst

rut,cold temperaturcs, and decp snow. .

Inrecent weeks, a State Rﬂpresenmtmandasmtc agency have both suggest&dthatfeedmg deer blocks or deer
mmﬁsthatmntmmmmndncmmag have cansed the 3 deer to come down with CWD. 1 have been in
ihe deer feed/seed business for the past 15 years and have also werk::d for the largest feed company in Notth
Amcrica. We market products throughout the United States. In all of my travels thmughmxt the 0.8, ] have never
encountered a deer block or deer mineral that contained animal byproducts. Let's face #, animal byproducts are not
very palatable. Furthermore, on August 4th ,1997, a federal law was enacted that cutlaws the use of ruminant
animal byproducts 1o be used in runxinant feedsl 1 would certainly like (o see these folks show me a tag from a deer
mincral or decr block containing animal byproducts!

I certainly do not mean to make light ofthere,cmt finding 6f CWD in our Wisconsin deer herd, but please look at
the facts’ axadbsarmmmdthatsamestatelegaslamrs and state agencies may be trving to use this issue to further
(heir agenda which is to outlaw fﬂedmg deer in the State of Wisconsin. Todd stittleburg-Black River Falls,
‘Wisconsin

Todd Stittlibung (715) 284-9547



Studies Link Bacteria, Copper tc;B

Chronlc wasting disease s parbaps the
most mysterious and least understood fans-
missable sponglform encephalopathy disease
{somelimes called TSEs or “prion diseases”)
known 1o man, T -

The "spongiform” name comes from tha et
thess diseasas glve the hiain & spongy
Bppeararce. The four BSEs we hear mosi
about are scrapie in sheep, "mad cow” disaase
In.cows, Creuzlekii-Jakoh disaase in humans
A CWD Indearand sl :

‘Much research has been done on the other -

sponglorm - dissases, and some decade-old

- shudies” might. shed ight on CWIL Raecantly,
“research -angd speculation led o tw prion-
basad thearles on 8 cause for CWD. Both the-
orfes have:supporters and detractorns In tha sol-
entific community, o '
Ona theory ceners on spiroplasma bacts-

ria. The key proponent and researcher of Ihis
theory Is Frank Bastian, a resesrch prolessor
of palhology at Tulane University, Bastian has
shown that Injeciing .spiroplasma in rodents
indyces -spongiform -ancephalopathy In tha
bratn, similar o what is sean with CWD in deer,
Bastian befieves had prions are s resclion to
spiroplasma in the brain, whereby the *bactela
may coal fisel wilh this host protein {pricns) 1o

- hids rom theimoiune system>. o

- Resedrch also shows spiroplasimas can ba
* fransmitied. by insects 1o mice, No ons has™

specuiated thal insects might transmit spiro-
plasmas to dear and, thersloms, cause CWD. I

¢an-cause CWD, msearchers
st determine bow o slop or slow that

The sacond thaory states CWD is caused
andior spread when snimals beceme copper
deficlent, Copper is a-aaturally ocouring min-
eral vilal 10 proper brain functions, ©

The basls for this théary 's healthy prions
conlain coppar B copper is sitdpped away
whan animals ingest organophosphate insect- ¢
cides. Soma researchers believa heavy use of
inseclicidas played a rols In the spread of mad
cow diseass in Great Britain,

An alisrmale theory suggests deer becoms
copper daficient when they five on crowded
ange whare coppar sources «- found mostly
in natural browsa — ars depisted.

Dr. Michaa! McDonnell, a private consultant
trorn Nabraska, believes ow copper lavels I
5ol causes low levals In the diels of deer and
sk and, therelors, conlibute to CWD
McDonnell sald one study of gamea-farmad elk
in Nabraska indicatas a fink betwsen CWD and

topper.

raln Diseases”

In the sShidy, reseaichers sxarmined the
diets of pen-raised elk’ OF the sik that did nol
recelve supplemental oopg:r In thelr dists, 25 ¢
petcent to 55 parcent confricted CWD, Of the )
8k rocolving copper sullale supplements,”§ 3
percenito 7.5 porcent tasted positive h_g?}g‘lpﬁ
The third group of ek were, given the Tecom4
mended cally allowance of copper, and figne’|
of those animals contracted CWD. -~ " i

*The.concept that manganess In the s
ranment could inlllate the start of TSE iz inter- -
ssting?” McDonnall wrale In a rapart highlight-
ing several .sclantific studies.. *The. sclis |n
iceland, Siovakia and Colorado are low in cop™
pet and higher in- manganess,  which “may.
sxplain the cluslers of sérapls, CJD and CWDY
inthesa locations® . St

Hew could a coppor Imbalance cause 8"
TSE? McDonnelt ofers this axplanation;, . ok

“imagine 4 prion is ke a scresn-door spring .
—~ long length with & curling Structure fike ONA
On sach end of the prion are two hooks, Thise,
hooks carry copper 1o varlous body tissues.
The prion than ‘goes’ to the liver to pick up !
more Loppar. When copper ls Jow or, man- -
ganese Is high, mangansesa gels stuck’on’
these hooks. Manganese has a diffsrant shape
than coppar, causing the screan door spring o

- bend with both ends soming togathe

"Most human CJD - Is . of this type?’
McDonneli continied. “ARar the' frst TOURY -
prion Is formad, It continues to bend. The pricns
becomas proleinase resislant (he prool of;
baing & TSE rouga. prion). As the prion bands, "
the Intraceflular bons broek and stick out of
the prion, Thess Mishhaoks™ slick Info normal’
prions and knock off wopper fons. Manganass .
replaces the -copper, and the cycls ‘slarts
agaln. The fishhooks latch onto sach other and
form chains. These ¢haing with the Aahhooks
slicking ouf-tear holas:in the brain tissye, This
Is how tha holes in'the braln pogur* 1, 0

Finding eures for brain spongiform diseases N
has bean chaflenging because the chemlgiry
and pathology ats so d¥ficult to understand.”;
The sam Is trus dor chronke wasting disaase’
Finding the taysa -wil be exiremely diffioult,
That's why culling fuge numbers of doar i,
infocled areas Is the only choloe et this time.

s ,{,— G S ha% ’3~
linked to other dissases; thay have not been”
proven o wmmm mere possihilifias
however, will “ghve’; fesearchers many other”
jate whity mcing for more

Brewers.  aTiE : ) s
= Dave Samija/ and Danlel E. Schmidt .
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B Daniel E. Schmidt,
with Jerry Davis

iof has happened since chronic
wasting disease was discovered
m free-ranging Wisconsin deer

i February 2002,

Scientists  have
STISWETS.

Deer managers have devised aiterna-
tive herd-reduction measures.

And, unfortunately, many people have
paricked about the future of deer and
deer hunting.

Although new information” i§ being

scrambled  for

learned daily. here's an. update-on. per-

Raps three of the z*mst zmtmwmthy topics
surrounding CWD.

1. Wisconsin's Outbreak
Although he just recently stepped
down from his job, Bill Mytton,
X\‘awmmin s chief deer ecologist, was not
run out of the Badger Stute by CWD. He
teld his supervisors about 10 years ago
that he wanted to head west after his
sons finished high school. Therefore, he
recenth gecepred a job with the Rocky
Mountain Elk Foundation in Monfana,
Now that he's no longer o DNR offi-
cial. Myion revealed that politicians and
special-interest groups - namely deer
farmers -~ might have jeopardized the
health of Wisconsin's wild deer herd.
Mynon seid he and other DNR biolo-
wists have been saving for years that, “if
wy didn't address the captive wildlife
guestion — and we have certain senators
who have prevented us from doing that
- something ke this was going (o hap-
nen. Not addressing Baiting and feeding

was fatal, and we've said it the whole
time we've been here. That's not to say
CWD would never have happened, even
without baiting and feeding, but we
could have addressed some of the symp-
toms much better,”

it is no surprise to Mytton that CWD
has grabbed the attention of the nation
when it was discovered in Wisconsin.

“When did CWD blow up with all
this national attention?” Mytton asked.
“When it hit this state, because we're
No. | {in deer numbers and harvest}.
Everyone is watching what we do. What
we do with CWD will impact every state
east of Wisconsin.” .

“Mytton said ‘more facts ab{sut how
CWD got to Wisconsin will eventually
become public information. For now, he
is keeping those facts to himself and the
IDNR investigation teams,

Mytion did; however, hint that an
unpoliced captive deer industry might be
a root cause of Wisconsin’s CWD out-
break.

“If the public knew what we know,
their eyes would be popping,” he said.
“There is no smoking gun. What is
clearly coming out is there is a huge
movement of captive animals in and out
of Wisconsin and around Wisconsin that
is tndocumented.

“We know that there have been cap-
tive white-tailed deer in (the area infect-
ed with CWD) that were free-roaming,
We have ear tags from them. Somebody
fer some animals go. We have evidence
of that, Whethes those animals were sick
or not is unknown.”

A source close to the situation told
D& DH some of those captive deer were

Aruelel hy Panic aml |I; IcS

breeder bucks from Colorado that were
shipped to Wisconsin and let'go onlarge
tacts of private land. The idea, the
source said; was to have the breeder
bucks sire the area’s does inan attempt
to produce more bucks with superior
genetics.

However, Mytton said the problem is
s0 widespread that it would be a moot
point to track down the guilty individu-
als and bring them fo justice.

“If we found out who was responsi-
ble, 1'd be the first to say give them
immunity and keep their names secret so
we can find out where those animals

‘came from 50 a bunch-of other states or
other regions in W;scgnsm don't get ani-

mals from that source.”

2. A Disease Investigation

Although scientists say no research
links CWD to human illness, the Centers
for Disease Control in Atlanta is investi-
gating the deaths of three Wisconsin
men from the early 1990s.

The men, avid hunters and fishermen
who gathered annually to feast on wild
game, including venison, died of neuro-
logical  diseases - two from
Creutzfelds-Jakob discase and one of
Pick’s disease. Two of the men were 66
when they died in 1993; the other was 55
when he died in 1999,

The fact the men knew each other
caused many people to jump to the con-
clusion they must have ate CWD-tainted
venison.

The CDC investigation will take
months, if not years, to complete. Early
reports indicate the CJD cases were fso-
lated. According to published reports,

Novzveer 2002
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Wisconsin reported just 36 cases of CID
in the last decade. That’s not unusual, as
Wisconsin had previously reported three
10 siX new cases annually.

Scientists warn humers not to overact
to what is probably a coincidence. When
discussing CWD, many scientists explain
the disease is no different than scrapie, a
prion disease that researchers kriow has
affected sheep for more than 300 vears
with no known effects on humans.

Dd&DH Southern Field Editor Bob
Zaighin was one of the many professional
biologists who artended a national sympo-
sium on CWD in Colorado in. August

2002. He, along with many of his cohorts,
said CWD is one of many wildlife dis-
cases that is very controtlable.

“Too many people have used CWD to
push other agendas, be it high fences,
baiting and. feedmg and the like.” he said.
“The fact remains there is no sciense
prove it.can affect humans.”

Zaiglin farther stated the “possible
links” to CJD in humans is overblown,
noting that CID has historically infected
one out of every 1 miflion people, regard-

less of where they live or what they eat.

“We have to put everything in perspec-
tive,” Zaiglin said, adding that in Texas

The strength of experience.
Many fimes, your hest shot f:éme’%'w&aét the weather
i5 at its worst. More than hialf 2 centufy of fnting has

taught us that Which is why you should ook over -
Bushnel! Elite”™ Rifiescopes with RainBuard” This gxcfa&:ve,

permanent lens coating prevents fogging caused by min, %
sleet, snow and even your own breath. They're the aly ~
stipes in the world that are foppooof inside and out,

e o iy ¢ Bishnai
5 gfy
ba 2, e ﬁﬂc ﬂuﬂ

And for unsurpassed strength, il Elite scopes feature onp-
piece tybes that are hammer forged from titanium alloy.

See for 'yémseif. Check out quai?iy Bushnel sports .-

optics wherever experienced heunters gear up.

wwwhushnellonn
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‘When it counts-

alone, 20 people died from rabies in 1995,

“I don’t want to belittle it (CWD), and
I don’t think we shouldn’t be prudent”
Zaiglin said. “We need to use preventative
measures, but we shouldn’t go overboard.

“The disease is real, but we have 1o
lock at it realistically. 'Fhere are a lot of
diseases out there, including tuberculosis,
tick fever and rabies”

3. Testing Measures

Also making news is the fact Colorado
will be using new methods fo test desr
and ¢k for CWD. Unti] now, CWD tests
were expensive and slow to complete —
many tests take months to find the results.

In Fall 2002, Colorado will have 40
CWD testing stations where hunters can
have deer and elk tested. Most tests will
be voluntary, and hunters will have to pay
$17 per animal tested, However, testing
will be mandatory in the northeastern part
of the state, where CWD has existed for
decadesin wild cervids. '

Each testing station will be equipped -
with technology that lets technicians test
up to 1,000 animals a day. Positive results
will be screened further.

Unfortunately, such technelogy will
not be available for Wisconsin hunters in
2002, However, several businessmen
expect to sidestep government regulations
and set up private labs to test for CWD.
One northern Wisconsin business owner
said:be expects his lab to be fully opera-.
tional by the ‘start. of the states:9-day’

* firearms season in late November: Those

tests would cost about 360 per deer. Test
results would be available within one
month, compared with up to six months
for tests done at the state lab in-Madison.
The testing would not be overseen or
approved by state or federal officials.

For more information on what states’
are doing to test for CWD, see Joe Shead’s
article in this issue’s instaliment of “Deer
Browse” on Page 136.

Additional Reading

Gilligan, Ryan. “Special Report: Fatal
Deer Disease Makes G&iant Leap
Eastward” Deer & Daer Hunting. August
2002, Pp, 76-80.

Samuel, David and William. “Chronic
Wasting Disease: A Deer is a Terrible
Thing to Waste” Deer & Deser Hunting.
Daecember 2001, Pp. 51-88,

Samuel, David. “Chronic Wasting
Disease: s Not Wasting Away” Dser &
Deer Hunting. September 2002, Pp. 16-35.
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CWD-The DNR’S Crisis

Going into 2002, our state’s budget was in bad shape. It was quite evident that government jobs.and department
budgets would have to be cut. The DNR'S budget was on the chopping block. 1t has been said that a reduction of
8-10 million dollars was destined to be cut from their budget. Then in February, 3 deer were discovered to have - -
CWD. In.order to keep their existing budget and jobs, and to grow their budget, they proceeded to make CWD g
CRISIS. If they scared the public and the press and lawmakers they could keep and itimately grow their ==
department. They had their so called computter experts do models that predicted that if ignored, CWD would wipe
out Wisconsin's deer herd in a mere 10 years. Now a computer simulation can show anything the individual
running the computer wants it to show. (whether the individual wants to make it doom and gloom or a bed of
roses) Instead of mnning this skewed model, they could have looked at actual results for the past 40 years in
Colorado. The actual results in Colorado are that between 2-5 % of the decrare CWD positive where the discase
has been discovered. It does not and has not ever even came close 1o wiping out  deer population. Incidentaily in
this past spring’s DNR mandated slaughter of deer in Dane and Jowa county, about 3-4% of the deer tested positive
for the disease. 5o What-we lose more deer each and every year to automobiles than that. It is very possible that
CWD has been here forever and we have been fosing 2 small percentage of our deer in certain areas for years! To
put it in perspective,through hunting and sutomobiles, we anaually lose between 30-40% of the deer herd each.
year. Afier studylng CWI and other deer discases for the past 15 years it appears that it is one of a number of deer

diseases that mother nature has in her arsenal for controlling doer popularions. Incidentally, 2 other deer discascs,
EHD and Blue Tongue have killed far more de¢r than CWD ever has. Dr. David Osbourne 3t the U, of Georgia's

deer ressarch facility said each year they generally lose nearty 10% of heir berd to EHD. In 1976, E¥D killed
thousands of whitstails in Nebraska, Wyoming, Kansas, and the Dakotas as well 28 4000 anteiope in Wyoming,
That same year over 1000 deer died in New Jessey from EHD. The bottom line is that CWD hasnot proved tobe a
catastrophic diseasc, and there is no evidence that humans or fivestock has ever ocontracted CWD.

What is the cost for making CWD a CRISIS-

-96% of the deer killed this past vear during the DNR'S mendated slaughter in Southern Wisconsin were healthy
and were eliminated for political purposes. The ones that were shot were probably the fortunate as they diexd
instantty-it was the baby fawns that starved to death afier their mother's were shot that suffered. -~~~
¥m-ﬂw&_ﬁymwho-ﬂkedeo"feeddminywrbécky‘azd,:ifyoi:.wﬁﬁmtoéom,you.mmacﬁmiﬁat Thanks
again 10 the DNR the only thing you can legally feed in your backyard or on your property that you pay propesty
taxes on are birds, Just make sure that the feeder is at least 6 fest off the ground and no feed spills onto the ground

. where other animals might eat . 1f you don’t adhere you can be fined over several hundred dolfars! -~ 0 0

R E

thank the DNR. If the 30% decline in deer bunting Yicenses continue, there will be 150 million dollars that hunters
wiilmtbeWﬁngmmﬁngwmmmrﬁngwmmofﬂwUmmtyofwm’i
Applied EconDrept. : _

CWD was first found in Colorado. in the 1960"s. It has had 40 vears to devastate Colerado wildlife-but it never
If you feel the DNR is out of control it's time 1o call you state Senator or State Representative.

Todd Stittleburg/Black River Falls, Wi
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l : DR. MICHAEL V. OSTROWSKI

CLINICAL PEYCHOLOGIST

18786 BIG BEND DRIVE
DES PLAINES, ILLINOIS 60016-3517
TELEFPHONE: {B47) 287-3838

July 9, 2002

Mr. Dennis Wessel
President, Prince Corp.
Marshfield, Wisconsin

Dear Mr. Wessel:

I wish to thank you and congratulate you on your letter that was
reprinted in the Lakeland Times, July 5, 2002 issue.

I believe you are absolutely correct in your conclusion that

the DNR has simply used the CWD issue as an excuse and rationalization
to ban deer feeding, thus depriving property owners from their
rightful and legitimate use of their land.

I would please ask you to write another article and explain to

the Times readers why the DNR has wanted for years, to stop

deer feeding for recreational viewing as well as hunting. What

is the true reason the DNR has capitulated to legislative lobbyists
to stop the deer. feeding? We have neighbors in the North Woods

in their 60's and: 70's whose major @njoyment is recreational _
feeding of the deer and who derive enormous pleasuxa and satig=:
faction from this activity, having absolutely ‘no intention of
baiting them for hunting. Please let the readers know what is

the true cause and pressures behind the DNR's decision.

Please be aware that you'certainly do have the silent majority
of Wisconsin residents on your side regarding the recreational
feeding of deer,.

Please continue to see if you can get this issue reversed.
Thank you again for writing your letter.

P

\
Sincerely,
3 !

4 &;i2/4§
LW
Mﬁchael V. Ostrowski, EBEd.D.
Clinical Psychologist

MVO:hn

P.S. Contrary to the DNR's argument against recreational feeding,
these seniors place neatly, some 15~ 20 piles 3 to 4 feet apart,corn
so there is absolutely no nose to nose contact or the exchange

of saliva in the eating process.



WILLIWM H. ASHWORTH
ASHWORTH FEED & IMPLEMENT
P.0. BOX 40

COLOMA, WI 54930-0040

DENNIS WESSEL

PRINCE CORPORATION

8351 COUNTY ROAD H EAST
MARSHFIELD, WI 54449

RE: DEER FEEDING BAN

I'am enclosing a copy of the letter, which I sent to Governor McCallum in support of our
position on the deer feeding ban. I sent the same message to Senators Welch and
Shibilski and Representatives Olsen and Schneider. o

I have received a letter from Representative Olsen in which he assured me he agrees with
our position and he will make every effort to remedy the situation. Representative
Shibilski’s office telephoned to say that he was working on getting federal funds to

relieve our financial losses, which is not at all the sort of help we had in mind! To date
there has been no response to the other letters.

' Sincerely,

William Ashworth



WILLIAM ASHWORTH

D/B/A/ ASHWORTH FEED & IMPLEMENT
P.0. BOX 40

COLOMA, WI 54930

JULY 23,2002

TO MEMBERS OF THE LEGISLATURE
RE: DEER FEEDING BAN

You have recently received several letters from Mr. Dennis Wessel, President of the
Prince Corporation, on the subject of this ban, in regard to the hobbyist feeding deer.

I fully support his position. These people may actually be helping to prevent the spread
of CDW by feeding small numbers of deer nutritious food.

The ban, while it cannot be proved to have any impact whatever on the spread of CWD,
is having a serious economic impact! Not only on feed suppliers such as the Prince
Corporation, but also on the feed stores they supply. For some it will make the difference
between staying afloat in these troubled financial times, or going bankrupt! Putting
themselves and their employees on the unemployment line! Which will also impact the
State’s finances along with the sales tax that would have been collected on sales of deer
feed.

Therefore I hope you will reconsider this action, which granted the DNR virtual carte
__blanche, and was based on misinformation and panic. _

Sincerely,

William H. Ashworth
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My Feed Store

£51 N. 4th. Street
Tomahowk, Wi 54487
Phone [715) 453-7984

Fax (715} 453-4997

September 16, 2002

As you are probably well aware, the Wisconsin Department of Naturai Resources Board has implemented
a statewide ban on feeding and baiting whitetail deer. This action is intended to stop the spread of CWD
or Chronic Wasting Disease. SR

Science and politics aside, this action has already had some very negaﬁvg effects. The fiscal aspeats of
this government mandated action are beginning to become painfully obvious to many 1 's_he_t__msmﬁss
community. Not only are the Stores that sell the various feeds and baits recling in lost revenues, but the
businesses that supply these materials to the retailer are taking a huge loss. In turn, many of these
operations that were depending on these sales to carry them through the fali and winter months are nOw
having to downsize their staffing or face closing their doors completely.

As an example, our store has reduced our fulltime staffing to two from our regular four people. These
folks were depending on their wages to feed their families, pay for insurance and keep a roof over their
heads. How do they now make ends meet? The Governor has reportedly stated that he won’t offer any
help in this matter,

“This does riot only affect those businesses that are directly involved, ‘The mandate laid down by our State
‘of Wisconsin government has deep reaching fingers. ‘This jssue has not been caused by any economic
downturn or failure on the part of the businesses involved, but we are expected to weather the loss of
incomne and revenue for the good of the deer herd. Explain that to the electric and telephone companies
when 1 can’t pay them. Maybe they will excuse us for the good of the herd!

{ suggest that the State of Wisconsin take a realistic look at ths TOTAL effect of their actions. What will
they say when businesses no longer are able to pay property taxes? Employers have to lay off employees
due 1o decreased business? Reduced sales tax revenues?

We are not going to dispute the reasons for the actions by the State. We do dispute the method of
implementation,

| find it interesting that when the Federal Government mandates something to the State, there is a lond
cry from our legislators regarding un-funded mandates. Well, Mr. Governor, basically what you are
telling us is “take the pipe and like it, Mr.”

Sorry, | don’t like it one bit.

Larry Mathej
Owner M

09/16/02 MON 09:54 [TX/RX NO 7078]

MY FEED STORE P&GE
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Dear Tom;

I’'m bow hunter of 55 years. What do you need to rescind the baiting ban????

Paul Bixler

6522 Buena Park Road
Waterford, Wisconsin 53185
Bixlerp (@tds.net

wnnfh ang /woy, ‘HoslIsATEH 1628198202 IVd LV €E€ BOL J0/90/11



Senator Judith Rebson Qctober 22, 2002
Room 15 South, State Capitol

P.O.Box 7882 :

Madison WI 537{}7«?882

Dear Senator R@bscn,

I understand iilat the Joint Committee for the Review of Administrative Rules will, at
some point in the future, wusader the e};tenswn of the deer feeding and baiting ban.

As a resident of Wisconsznand a deer hunter, I would like to urge you to extend the ban
and hopefully the ban will be in@lementﬁd as permanert.

. Some Gf the reasons for the need for the ban are:

1. it is ;mrameum 1;0 ﬁle State @f szz,sm s ﬁght aga;nst the spreaé of Chramc
Wasting Disease. Even if it is found in other parts of the State it is. important that
baiting and feedmg be- si:ﬁpped so that there is less chance for spreading the
disease to other deer in the area, = .

2. Deer feeding and baiting have led to a list of problems such as:

a.  An artificially high deer pepu]atmn wiuch results in an increase of car/
deer collisions. -

b. Extensive agricdltural cr{)p damage aiang wﬁh damage: 1:9 garéens, shrubs,

* and ornamental plants. -
c. Inmany areas high deer pepulatmns are endmgemg natural vegetatwe
... ecosystems in‘the forest. i G : g
" d. Tt concentrates the deer. mto certain areas akir It more Jdl:{f{icuit fer ihe
DNR to control the herd thmngh imntmg seasons. ‘Many rich people with
large land holdings bait and artificially feed heavily. In many cases vear
round and this holds the deer on their private lands where they may shoot
a few tmphy bucks but leave the does to breed and mu?.t:piy This -
increases the éeer p@pﬁiaimﬁ but then provides a “sanctuary” fbx them s0
that the average person who has to hunt ;}ﬁ%}kc land does not see any deer
or get a chance to shoot one.

e. Baiting for deer leads to many illegal activitics such as “cabin” hunting.
Cabin hunting is placing bait behind a house or cabin and shooting deer
out the back door, usually late at night with the aid of a yard light or
lighted sighting apparatus on a gun or bow.

£ Baiting does not control the deer herd, Because it is easy to shoot deer
over a bait pile, people who hunt over bait are not satisfied with shooting

“just” a doe. They wait until a buck comes along and then shoot it.
Shooting male deer does not control the deer herd. . : :

g. Alsobecauseit is easy to shoot deer over bait many people do mt settie
for just-one buck, using a license purchased for their wife, girlfriend, .
brother-in-law, or others they shoot and tag multiple bucks. Again
shooting bucks does not control the deer herd.




h. Baiting causes many turf wars on public land. This occurs when some one
starts to place bait in an area and then feels that he/she has the exclusive
right to hunt that spot. This has led to many innocent people being
harassed and “chased” out of an area where they have every right to be.

1 could go on but I don’t want to discourage you from reading this letter by its
lengthiness. In conclusion I would like to say is Please continue the ban on feeding and
baiting deer and do what ever you can to implement the ban as permanent.

Richard Rollman

w ey H
IZ%@&@& / gufif%”i AVEN
W915 Theis Rd
Rhinelander W1
54501
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CONCERNED HUNTERS OF WISCONSIN
CH.OW.
11519 WEST NORTH AVENUE
WAUWATOSA, WI 53226

CONCERNEDHUNTERSONW ISCONSIN@MSN.COM

THOMAS HALVERSON  414-257-1 826
GREGORY HEYRMAN  262-784-8837
FAX COVER SHEET
TO: ‘ﬁffwm @:‘f" Son)
rRom:_(oe 25 Y2l
DATE: _ /O-2 5 - O

NUMBER OF PAGES INCLUDING COVER: A
MESSAGE:____ ~ ol e -\-,é £, z&ég{ .

We are dedicated to restoring baiting and deer feeding of deer to Wisconsin Sportsman.

We urge everyone in support of this cause to contact their State Legislators and call on them to
restore baiting and feeding now.



TRANSMISSION VERIFICATION REPORT!

TIME : 18/38/2002 13:31
NAME | SEN. ROBSON
- FAX ! 588~267-~B171
 TEL i 6@B-2E6-2753

©710/31/2002 THU 13:17 FAX 715 37p-$961—MAR-CO-REALTY—INer— @oo1

_ October 31, 2002 e
Sena%g%ﬁé%r&uch égéggs%ééﬁ
Stat£ . 20:01: 38
Box fag2-1 STANDARD
Madison WI 53707-7882 .

Dear Senator Jauch

| am writing this letter in concern of the vote regarding the ban on feeding and baiting
deer. |live in Northern Bayfield County and there are severa§ reasons why | am
against the continuation of the ban,

1 The bow kill is down 80% from last year.

2 T Zone kill is down 70%.

3. License sales are down 38%. :

4 If we cannot feed the deer in the winter up here, and we. have severe

weather, we will loose 70% of our herd. Is that good management? Also, the close
contact will be worse if all the deer go into a deer yard. For example, if 3 people feed
30 deer each, there will be 3 groups of 30. If no one feeds them, there will be 90 deer
in one deer yard. There is no Cronic Waste in the northern part of the state, so why
can’t you keep the no baiting and feeding ban to the southern haif like you do with
other laws? _

The economic impact is also very important to this part of the state. Feed mills will
have to close, the motels and hotels will losse a lotof mon&y So when yau vote on
this issue, please listen to the people:

I would by happy to talk to you about this and try to explain more. Please feel free to
call me at 715 372 4101. Thank you for voting NOT to conhnue i;hls ban.

Sincerely,

Keith Holly

Big Bear Guide Service
72060 Range Line Road
tron River, W1 54847

CC: Senator Judith Robson  Senator Richard Grobschmidt
Senator David Hansen  Senator Robert Cowles
Senator Robert Welch Rep. Glenn Grothman
Rep Scott Gunderson Rep Lorraine Seratti
Rep Tom Hebi Rep Robert Turner
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Gregory James Heyrman
13625 Wrayburn Rond
Elm Grove, Wisconsin 53122
262-784-B837
October 28, 2002
The Honorable Judy Robson
Wisnangin State Legisinture
State Capitol
P.O. Box 7882

Madison, Wisconain 537707-7882
Dear Senator Robson:

Recently, the Department of Natural Resources Board petitioned the Joint Committee for Review of
Administrative Rules to extend the Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) Bmergency Rule. A portion of this
rule bans the use of bait by deer hunters statewide in the name of CWD prevention T believe a hearing hasg
been set on this issue for Thursday, November 7, 2002, 1 plan to attend that hearing and to address the
Committes to explain why the baiting ban should not be extended in its present form.

| represent the Concerned Hunters of Wisconsin (CHOW), which was formed as a result of the baiting ban.
While we support the baiting and feeding ban in the CWD intensive management zones, we oppose the
statewide ban as overly restrictive and discouraging hunters from harvesting the most sumber of deer
possible at 3 tune when herd reduction is most critical. Furthermore, the ban is negatively impacting
farmers through lost sales of corn, beets, potatoes, apples and pumpkins, Many of the farmers on this
additional income to support their families and businesses. We are in the midst of 4 petition drive to collect
as eany ‘signatures as possible from adult Wisconsin sportsioen who want to see baiting restored #s a
hunting tool. We started our drive six weeks ago and to date we have received over 600 signatures from
verters across the stute,

This baiting ban is conroversial. Even the Department of Natural Resonrces Board is split on this issue as
Unstrated by 3 - 3 vole last week on returning baiting to Wisconsin sportstmen,

{ ask you to consider the arguments in support of rescinding the baiting ban aud to listen to your
constituents. Please send this portion of the Emergency Rule extension request back to the TINR Board for
modification.

1 ook forward 1 speaking before you next week on this issue,

Concerned Hurters of Wisconsin



Flury, Kelley

From: WDHA [WDHA @ BanDeerBaiting.org]
Sent: Tuesday, October 29, 2002 10:01 PM
To: Sen.Cowles @legis.state.wi.us; sen.welch@legis.state.wi.us; Sen.Hansen@legis.state.wi.us;

Sen.Grobschmidt @legis.state.wi.us; Sen.Robson@legis.state.wi.us;
Rep.Hebl@legis.state.wi.us; Rep. Turner@legis.state.wi.us;
Rep.Gunderson @legis.state.wi.us; Rep.Seratti@legis.state.wi.us;
rep.grothman @ legis.state.wi.us

Subiject: DNR Emergency Rules Extension

Dear JCRAR Committee members:

I represent the Wisconsin Deer Hunters Association and we would like to see
the DNR's emergency rules on deer baiting and feeding extended at vour
committee meeting next week. I know you have been contacted by people who
wish to eliminate these rules, but this would be the wrong thing to do at
this time. There is overwhelming information that baiting and feading deer
spread digeases such as CWD and Bovine TB. The syes of not only the nation,
but the world are on Wiscoensin right now with ocur CWD eradication effort.
We would look foolish if we did not do evervthing possible to eradicate CWD
while seeking federal funds to fight this disease. The baiting and feeding
emergency rules alsc have support from every hunting organization in the
state, including the Conservation Congress.

There is also evidence that widespread baiting and feeding reduces the
success rate for deer hunters. I know most of you do not hunt, but let me
put thig into perspective. Deer primarily move during dayiight hours to
seek focd. If, for example, 20% of the gun deer hunters only put out 5
gallons of bait (half the formerly legal limit) this would completely feed
over 1.5 million deer, the entire population! If a deer can eat all it
wants during the night in 5 minutes, they would be much less apt to move
during the day, and thus be available for harvest. Many hunters this vear
are reporting more deer sightings and the thought is this is due to the
baiting and feeding ban. Please at a minimum extend the emergency rules to
allow at least a years worth of study to document if this is really the
case. Common sengse has it that there can be no argument that the emergency
rules will reduce the deer harvest without actually experiencing a full
season without baiting and feeding.

Our web site has a wealth of information on the biological effects of
baiting and feeding deer and I encourage you to lock into this issue for
vourself. We did not sensationalize this Iinformation, we just presented the
facts by the nations leading wildlife experts. This debate is not about
ethics, or hunting styles. This is all about doing what iz best for the
deer herd. Ultimately we think this is best for the deer hunter too.

Our web site can be found at htip://www.bandeerbaiting.org
Thank vou.
Mark Toso

President
Wisconsin Deer Hunters Associatbion
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Flury, Kelley

From: Dean Elbe - Quality Title [delbe @title-pros.com]
Sent: Wednesday, October 30, 2002 8:20 AM
To: rep.grothman@ legis.state.wi.us

Ce: rep.seratti@legis.state.wi.us; rep.gunderson @legis.state wi.us; rep.turner@legis.state.wi.us;
rep.hebl @legis.state.wi.us; sen.robson @ legis.state.wi.us; sen.grobschmidt@legis.state.wi.us;
Sen.hansen@legis.state.wi.us; Sen.cowles @legis.state.wi.us

Subject: Baiting and Feeding Ban

It has been brought to my attention that you are strongly considering revoking the feeding and baiting ban that the
[.N.R has implemented in order to help combat CWD.

I urge you to keep the ban in place the Wisconsin D.N.R is doing a great job in trying to combat this disease. They
need to be able to do what is best for our deer herd.

CWD is just a warning shot over our bow. If it is not CWD then it will be another disease like bovine TB. The
unhealthy practice of baiting and feeding congregates animals and makes it much easier for one contaminated
animal to contaminate many others that may have very different *core” areas and this will be the downfall of our
herd long term.

These diseases can wipe out our deer herd as we know it. Those who want to repeal this ban only care about
themselves | care about my son and unborn grand children. | want them to be able to continue the great
Wisconsin tradition of deer hunting.

If you do not care about this tradition go ahead and repeal the ban.

If you do not think voters care about this issue ask Kevin Shibitski how he lost the Sportsmens vote he worked so
hard for,

Every Wildlife biologist that | have spoken with and is employed by the Wisconsin DNR supports a complete baﬂ
onall ba;img and feedmg These are the experts, | urge you to please listen to them. :

The future of deer hunting in Wisconsin is in your hands,

Dean Elbe

Outgoing mail is certified Virus Free.
Checked by AVG anti-virus system (http://www.grisoft.com).
Version: 6.0.408 / Virus Database: 230 - Release Date: 10/24/02

10/30/2002




Flury, Kelley

From: john.peterson@ki.com

Sent: Wednesday, October 30, 2002 8:28 AM
To: Sen.Robson@legis.state.wi.us
Subject: Ban Baiting NOW

Vote YES to extend the balting ban. CWD will spread like wildfire if
baiting is continued in this state.

John Peterson - Green Ray

KI isg proud to introduce the new XI Eurocope website! Check out the Eurcpean case histories
section to get new ideas,

view new and colorful product selections, and see the latest in files & storage, high-
density storage, flexible furniture,

and seating & tables.

Click here to visit http://www.ki.com/europe




Fiury, Kelley

From: Sharon Schultz [sharon @ parkmanorwi.com]
Sent: Wednesday, October 30, 2002 11:54 AM
To: Representative Tom Hebl; Representative Scott Gunderson; Representative Robert Tumer;

Representative Lorraine Seratti; Representative Glenn Grothman; Senator Robert Welch;
Senator Robert Cowles; Senator Richard Grobschmidt; Senator Judith Robson; Senator David

Hansen
Subject: Deer Feeding and Baiting Decision
Feeding & Baiting
Ban.doc

I am writing you today te reguest your support in reinstating bailting and
feeding of white tail deer in Wisconsin. There are several reasons I
believe this ban should be lifted, which I have presented in the attached
document .

T believe it is imperative to the Northern Wisconsin economy that this ban
be lifted. I do not believe that the "possible” presence of CWD is a valid
reason to continue the ban. I also do not believe that CWD represents a
threat to humans in any capacity, as has been intimated in much of the press
regarding CWD, and therefore even the presence of CWD is not a valid reason
to continue the ban.

If after reviewing the issues I have presented, you have any questions of
me, please contact me. T would be happy to give yvou the view of a Northern
Wisconsin resident.

Thank you for vour consideration of this information.

Steven G. Schultz
WOZ05 Gustafson Road
- Butternut, WI 54514
T15~-769-3146
pinecurv@potenet .. net




Flury, Kelley

From: Dan Johnson [danj@ midstal.com]

Sent: Wednesday, October 30, 2002 10:07 AM
To: ‘Sen.Robson@legis.state.wi.us’
Subject: CwD

Hellc Senator Robson,

With the gun hunting season fast approaching and the large concern about CWD
in our deer herd in Wisconsin, I just want to express my concern about the
potential expiration of the feeding and baliting ban now in effect. I am a
deer hunter and alsc an environmentalist. A short term ban of two or three
years is a small price for the long term benefit of these magnificent
animals.

Banning these practicing long enough to gather scientific data on the effect
on the deer herd and the possible spread of this disease far outweighs any
short term economic impact. If the disease spreads, the impact both
-economically and environmentally is huge. The Blk herd being established in
Northern Wisconsin could be exposed to this disease.

Please support the extension of the ban and the long term survival of
whitetail deer and deer hunting in Wisconsin.

Thank you for your consideration,

Dan Johnson
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Flury, Kelley

From: youngs@bfm.org
Sent: Wednesday, October 30, 2002 9:12

To: Sen.Robson@legis.state.wi.us

[ don't hunt myself, but come from a hunting background which has continued on throughout my married life. 90%
of my diet consists of vension and other game. | would hate to see the hunting tradition end because those who
want to make short term money off the annual deer hunt can't think far enough ahead to realize that baiting may
put an end to everything. Listen to the professionals. Give the no-baiting rule a chance. CWD is present in our
state. Why take the chance of ruining our deer heard forever, because some have relyed on baiting as a means to
kill a deer instead of being a true huntet/preditor,

Listening to those who want to bring back baiting will come back to haunt you in the future. Please side with
what is good for our deer population and for Wisconsin, by keeping the baiting ban intact.

Sincerely,

Christine Young
Rhinelander, WI

10/31/2002



| F‘Eui-y, Kelley

From: Steve Bushnellman [bushnellman @hotmail.com]
Sent: Wednesday, October 30, 2002 9:26 AM
To: Rep.Gunderson@legis.state.wi.us; Rep.Hebl@legis.state.wius;

Rep.Seratti@legis.state.wi.us; Rep.Turner @ legis.state.wi.us; Sen.Cowles @legis.state.wi.us;
Sen.Grobschmidt@legis.state.wi.us; Sen.Hansen@legis.state.wi.us;
Sen.Robson@legis.state.wi.us; sen.welch @ legis.state.wi.us

Subject: ban deer feeding

Dear Sir or Madam

I am writing in regard to express my sentiments on the deer feeding and
baiting issues. I have been deer hunting for 34 vears,the past 23 in the
Eagle River,Wisconsin area. I have noticed over the past,oh letsz say 8 vears
that the deer patterns in my area have changed drastically. With the influx
of more and more people feeding deer as a recreation,and as in my opinion a
way to "grow thelr own little herd*. I have an 80 property on a little road
that is about 3 miles in length, in the past few years there has been
approximately 7 new homes/cottages bullt on this road,with 7 of the B8
feeding deer. I have watched as the deer herd migrated from the deep woods

». intw - an area that is concentrated along the the road. To get off track for a
‘minutel..if we are so concerned with the car/deer collisions why haven't we
addressed the issue of feeding near a highway?? There was a new house built
on HWY 17,the people started feeding the house has been there approximately
18 months and in that time span six deer have been hit coming to his feeder!
Want to reduce car/deer accidents don't allow feeding within a certain
distance from the main highways!!

Back to the main reason I'm writing. The deer in my area have made
a distinct transition from being beautiful wild creatures that depended on
mother nature to survive,to a herd of domesticated cattle that depend on
humans to provide food. We have a herd of pets in my hunting area,which to
my disappointment detracts from the way I like to hunt, the deer are no
longer back in the woods the best place to put up a stand is in my back
vard,and that i1s the reason that most ¢f these people are feeding to promote
their own little herd teo pick out a nice deer months in advance and ambush
it in the comforts of their back yards!Then they can brag about getting “the
thirty pointer®

In areas that there might have been lor 2 deer there is now 6 to 8,dces are
have twin fawns from their 2nd vear,the buck to doe ratio is &ll out of
kilter.I could go on,but I know your time is a valuable commodity. My point
is feeding has doubled the deer herd around me ...unnaturally..it has
concentrated the deer into a small area, therefore any communicable diseases
are naturally going to spread faster. Why don't we attack the issues of
overpopulation, deer/car accidents,and the spread of diseases in a logical
manney, NAMELY BAN FEEDING OF DEER!

Thank vou for your time. Steve Raddatz
1




31213 Bushnell Road
Burlington,WI 53105
5\ 262-535-2802

Unlimited Internet access for only $21.9%/month. Try MSN!
http://resourcecenter .msn.com/access/plans/2monthsfree. asp
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Flury, Kelley

From: Jeff Aulik [aulik@ newnorth.net]
Sent:  Wednesday, October 30, 2002 8:10
To: Sen.Robson @ legis.state.wi.us
Subiject: bait concern

Dear, Senator Robson,

I am writing this email in regards to the upcoming meeting on the DNR
emergency ruling concerning the baiting ban. I feel it would be in the

on baiting and feeding deet.

I personally have seen more daytime deer movement this year than I
have in many, many years. And I believe it is directly due to no "bait" in
the woods. Its common sense if the deer don’t have tons and tons of
corn available to them, they will obviously move more to feed, thus
hunter sightings of daytime deer activity will increase, which will also
increase the deer harvest and the enjoyment of the hunt statewide. Sure
some hunters will need to adjust their strategies but I feel as they do
they will see how much more enjoyable deer hunting can be.

I have talked with many hunters who also feel the same way I do. They
are experiencing their best season ever as far as deer movement.

1 did some research on other states, and discovered that Pennsylvania
does NOT allow baiting for deer. They have similar total square
mileage, similar forested land area, similat numbers of hunters, and yet
even without bait they harvest nearly the same number of deer every
year as Wisconsin. This proves the fact that baiting is NOT necessary to
control the deer numbers in our state.

T'also am concerned we may lose the federal funding available to Wis. to
fight CWD if the ban is reversed. I don’t see how we would get federal
money 1if the state is not willing to help with the reduction of
transmission of the disease by keeping the ban on baiting and feeding.
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I believe the state should at least keep the ban in place through this gun
season, to see the results of a "no bait" hunt. I think the success rate of
hunters will increase because of more deer movement resulting from
less food in the woods.

Thank You for your time,

Jeff Aulik
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